[Peripheral arterial disease and diabetes mellitus(author's transl)].
Among a group of 286 patients with atherosclerotic arterial disease 35.3% had normal carbohydrate tolerance, 28% asymptomatic (biochemical or latent), and 36.7% overt diabetes mellitus. There was a tendency towards peripheral artery involvement and a greater incidence of coronary heart disease (myocardial infarction, changes in ST-T segment) among patients with asymptomatic or overt diabetes, figures being comparable for men and women. Most of the patients with atherosclerotic arterial disease without diabetes mellitus were in stage II, while in diabetics there was a shift towards stages I and IV. There was no significant correlation between incidence, symptoms, and location of atherosclerotic arterial disease, on the one hand, and duration of overt diabetes, on the other.